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Clarke didn’t disappoint. On his Test debut in India in 2004

he stunned the cricket world when he smacked 151 runs like it
- was nothing. Then he backed it up with an impressive century
in Brisbane the following month. The boy his teammates called
‘Pup’ had arrived on the international scene, and senior players
such as current Test captain Ricky Ponting and retired bowling
legend Shane Warne quickly took him under their wing. Together
they helped to teach the young batsman perhaps the most
important lesson of modern-day professional sport: an athlete
is judged as harshly by how he acts off the field as his on-field
performance. As Warne well knows, off-field transgressions
linger much longer than on-field triumphs.

Indeed, the young cricketer understands how to handle himself
in the media scrum and knows that the brands he represents
have little patience for a tarnished public image. He also seems
to realise that his ability to score runs is

only part of his long-term marketability. His
current off-field commitments include major
sponsorship deals with Bonds, Gillette and
Slazenger, as well as media obligations as
part of his role as Australian Test and One-
Day vice captain and Twenty20 captain. And
then there's the increasing time he spends
on the red carpet - and in the tabloids — with
his fiancée of more than 18 months, model
Lara Bingle, as their profile grows into this
country’s version of Posh and Becks.
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Now that [ve been through

the sacking

for the promising batsman when he was
sacked from the Test team. It came as a real shock to the
then 24-year-old star who, despite his relative inexperience,
was being compared to some of the greatest batsmen to
have ever played the game.

“| was looking too far ahead and that's partly why | was
dropped,” he says. ‘I was busy with off-field commitments and
some of my focus went off my game. This other stuff | do on
the side is really fantastic, but now that I've been through the
sacking I'll always make sure cricket is first and foremost.”

Clarke returned to state cricket, where he successfully
regained his focus and found his form once again. When his Test
replacement, Shane Watson, succumbed to injury, he got the
call back up to the national team, where he has stayed since. >
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BACKCHAT :: ON HIS BACK INJURY
:: ON THE CAPTAINCY
ON THE INDIAN
PREMIER LEAGUE (IPL)
:: ON THE SPOTLIGHT
:: ON SHANE WARNE
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